


room and its energetic, knowledgeable manager, 
Dalobar Pejicic. Further northeast in Slavonia prov
ince near Osijek is the Baranja Wine Road, one of 
seven EU-designated "Vintour" wine routes. 

Along the five-mile Baranja Wine Road are several 
wineries owned by Croatia's largest agricultural 
firm. Committed to reviving the wine industry in 
Slavonia, the company has replanted vineyards 
and opened hotels and a new seven-acre hospital
ity and production facility at Belje Winery. I sense 
that premium Belje Goldberg Vineyard Chardon
nay and Pinot Crni (Noir) spell a strong future for 
Croatian wines. 

Reconnecting with Croatian wine is not easy. Most 
Croatian wineries are too small to export; major 
companies target cities with large Croatian popu
lations. The Blue Danube Wine Co. will soon add 
Krauthaker to their online selections. Grgiic Vina 
wines will be available at Grgich Hills in June. To 
taste Grasevina and Frankovka in their unspoiled 
home, you'll just have to take the less traveled 
Croatian inland route. 


